latent ideals on to her, and make her the protector of the
faith.
Again, the speed mania is responsible for dispensing with the usual
formalities of courtship, and produces an enormous number of hasty
marriages. During the war, the pace doubled and trebled, and many
couples were married on an acquaintanceship of a few hours; this
accounts for the post-war rise in marital troubles and divorces. At
a cocktail party, a girl and boy, introduced to one another, seemed
not particularly interested in each other, yet left the party together,
drove into the country and were married on the basis of a few
minutes' acquaintance. The secretary of the head of a large corpora-
tion in New York announced one night that she must leave, as the
previous night she had become married to a boy she had met at a
party an hour or two before.
That the number of divorces is higher in America than in Europe
does not mean that the standard of morals is lower. In the old
world, it is still a point of honour to keep up one's position, and love
affairs must adapt themselves to that. Here, a change of heart almost
necessarily brings about a change of circumstances.
In the Times Square district, around the dance-halls, one finds
young women of easy virtue, but often they are out for pleasure
rather than money and there are few tarts in the fashionable quarters
of the city. During the war, there were a great many "victory girls",
adolescents of fifteen or sixteen, who roamed the streets, picking up
American servicemen, "doing their bit for their country", and thus
creating a serious moral problem. In the fashionable quarters the
system is different The men pay highly for their "women", who are
often stunningly dressed as they enter a night-club on the arm of
their benefactor. There was a time when the prostitutes did not
accost, and the initiative was more with the men; but a species of
female "wolf" is springing up, and now they meet the men more
than half-way. In New York it seems that the men outnumber the
women; and you will not find anything comparable to certain
quarters of Paris, where the prostitutes roam the streets accosting
every man they meet In Times Square at night most of the women
have already made a conquest Only here and there an older woman
offers a "quickie" in hall-ways for a "quarter a throw".
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